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It is very difficult to find the words that 
describe how grateful and proud I am that 
you have chosen me to be your President. 

I stand humbly, in the presence of giants 
who have given so much of their time and 
talent to make this organization a great 
success.. 

Many thanks to Keith Seagle for his lead-
ership and dedication to the success of our 
chapter of MOAA. 

There is something very special about those all too brief moments we 
spend together with our wonderful spouses and friends at our quarterly 
dinner meeting.  Each meeting becomes more important than the last.  
There is a certain quality of quiet respect for the contribution each of 
you have made to our great country and to our community.  It is hard to 
describe, yet we all know it is there.  That special feeling when we 
greet each other, stand before our God during the invocation, and stand 
before our flag during the pledge of allegiance.  What a great country 
we have.  And here is our challenge   As we are the products of history, 
we need to pass on that spirit of duty, honor and country to all of those 
that come after us. 

This is not an easy task.  It is not easy for one generation to embrace 
another.  But I believe that it is our duty to seek out the next generation 
to help them share the warmth and special camaraderie that comes 
from giving to our great nation. 

It is in this light that I would like to ask each of you to give thought to 
the ways and means that we can identify, seek out and encourage the 
next generation to join our pantheon of proud memories of service and 
sacrifice to our God and country. 

May I have your thoughts and commitment to this important task? 

With all humility . . . I bow before you . . . I thank you for your service 
to our country. 
�

MG Roger Peterson , 
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On February 12, 2008, at the regular dinner meeting, 
new officers were installed for  2008 –2010.  Lcdr. 
Alex McMahan, past president, administered the oath 
of office.  

 Left to right: Tom Parks, Roger Peterson, Gerald 
Hicks, Al Krienke, John Little, Franklin Moore, Jo 
Carol Truran, Bud Bender, Selden Bailey and Alex 
McMahan.  

Past President Keith Seagle, was unable to attend and 
1st President George Faint filled in for Keith. 

 

 




�$���� * Railroad Retirement benefits reported on the 2007 Form 
1099-RRB, which recipients would have received in January 
2008. 

* The sum of veterans' disability compensation, pension or 
survivors' benefits received from the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs in 2007. People are allowed to estimate their an-
nual benefit by taking their monthly annual veterans' bene-
fit, multiplying it by the number of months during the year 
they received benefits, and entering the number on Line 20a 
of Form 1040 or Line 14a of the Form 1040A. 

People should note that Line 20a of Form 1040 and Line 14a 
of the Form 1040A are designated for Social Security. To 
qualify for the economic stimulus payments, these lines 
should also be used to include any qualifying Railroad Re-
tirement or veterans' benefits. 

For Those Who Have Already Filed 

Some recipients of the benefits described above may have 
filed a 2007 tax return reporting at least $3,000 in qualifying 
income. They do not need to do anything else. They will 
begin receiving their stimulus payments in early May. 

 

Others may need to amend a previously filed tax return to 
include benefits to reach the $3,000 qualifying income level. 
Adding these benefits on an amended tax return will not in-
crease an individual's tax liability but will establish eligibil-
ity for the stimulus payment. Taxpayers can use IRS Form 
1040X to amend a tax return in order to qualify for the 
stimulus payment. 

Free Tax Help Available 

Individuals who need to file a return this year to receive a 
stimulus payment may be able to take advantage of thou-
sands of free tax preparation sites nationwide for low-
income and elderly taxpayers. 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program pro-
vides help to low- and moderate-income taxpayers. Call 1-
800-906-9887 to locate the nearest VITA site. 

The Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) Program pro-
vides free tax help to people age 60 and older. As part of the 
IRS-sponsored TCE Program, AARP offers the Tax-Aide 
counseling program at an 7,000 sites nationwide during the 
filing season. To find an AARP Tax Aide site call 1-888-
227-7669 or visit the AARP Web site. 
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Some low-income workers and recipients of Social Security, 
certain veterans' benefits and certain Railroad Retirement 
benefits may qualify for economic stimulus payments this year 
from the federal government. 

In most cases, payments will range from $300 to $600 for in-
dividuals and $600 to $1200 for joint filers. Taxpayers may 
receive $300 for each qualifying child. 

Most taxpayers do not need to take any extra steps to receive 
the payment beginning in early May. 

But there are some exceptions. 

Individuals who might not otherwise be required to file a 2007 
tax return will need to file a return this year to receive the 
stimulus payment. The return must show at least $3,000 in 
qualifying income. 

In other words, low-income workers who had at least $3,000 
in earned income in 2007 but do not otherwise earn enough to 
be required to file a federal tax return need to file a return in 
order to get the stimulus payment. 

Likewise, Social Security recipients, veterans and retired rail-
road workers who might not otherwise need to file a tax return 
must do so to receive the economic stimulus payment. 

Certain Benefits Count toward Qualifying Income 

Normally, certain Social Security, Railroad Retirement bene-
fits and certain veterans' payments are not subject to income 
tax. However, the economic stimulus law passed in February 
contains a special provision allowing Social Security recipi-
ents and recipients of certa���.� �����/�+����� ����"���� ����

Railroad Retirement benefits to count those benefits toward 
the qualifying income requirement of $3,000 and thereby qual-
ify for the stimulus payment. 

This means a taxpayer who had, for example, $500 in earned 
income and $2,500 in any combination of the benefits de-
scribed above can count those benefit payments toward his or 
her qualifying income to reach the $3,000 earned income re-
quirement, even though the individual would not otherwise 
owe taxes on such income. 

For purposes of meeting the qualifying income requirement, 
the following benefits need to be reported in any combination 
on Line 20a of Form 1040 or Line 14a of the Form 1040A. 

* Social Security benefits reported on the 2007 Form 1099-
SSA, which people would have received in January 2008. Peo-
ple who do not have a Form 1099 may estimate their annual 
Social Security benefit by taking their monthly benefit, multi-
plying it by the number of months during the year they re-
ceived the benefits, and entering the number on Line 20a of 
Form 1040 or Line 14a of the Form 1040A. Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI) does not count as qualifying income for 
the stimulus payment. 
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DD-214's are NOW  Online  
 

The  National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has pro-
vided the following website  for veterans to gain access to 
their DD-214's online:_http://vetrecs.archives.gov/       
This may be  particularly helpful when a veteran needs a 
copy of his DD-214 for  employment purposes NPRC is 
working to make it easier for veterans  with computers 
and Internet access to obtain copies of documents from 
their  military files.  Military veterans and the next of kin 
of deceased  former military members may now use a new  

online military  personnel records system to request docu-
ments.  Other  individuals with a need for documents must 
still complete the Standard Form 180, which can be 
downloaded from the online web site. Because the re-
quester  will be asked to supply all information essential 
for NPRC to process the  request, delays that normally 
occur when NPRC has to ask veterans for  additional in-
formation will be minimized.  The new web-based  appli-
cation was designed to provide better service on these re-
quests by  eliminating the records centers mailroom and 
processing  time.  

Budget Hits Medicare Beneficiaries' Wallets 
 

The Administration's FY2009 budget would deal heavy blows 
to Medicare and many older beneficiaries. 

Physician reimbursement cuts of almost 10% originally 
planned for January will go into effect in July unless Congress 
acts to reverse them, and the budget envisions further cuts in 
January 2009.  

The new budget would repeal annual inflation adjustments to 
the income levels used to means-test Part B premiums. If en-
acted, that would push more and more people each year into 
paying significantly higher Part B premiums. This year, the 
higher premiums apply to single seniors with incomes over 
$82,000 ($164,000 for a married couple) as opposed to 
$80,000/$160,000 last year.  

Additionally the budget proposes freezing payment levels 
through FY2011 for inpatient care, skilled nursing facilities, 
hospice care, and ambulance services, and a freeze through 
FY2013 for home health agencies.  

Once again, we'll need your help in convincing Congress to 

overturn these cuts.  

DUES              It’s A New Year                     
DUES 
We need your 2008 dues now.  If your label is 
2007 or earlier, you will need to mail in your dues.  
Mail them to: �"��,�@��! ������0 ���2����		�(�
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TAPS 
LTC Eugene Christian, USA, Retired, 
passed away February.  LTC Christian 
was the Ed Burkhalter Chapter Chaplain 
when Selden Bailey was President. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his 
family. 
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